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|: INTRODUCTION

The Localism Aend the National Planning Policy FramewdikRPE) givesthe residents

of Old Milverton and Blackdowithe opportunity to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan setting
out their vision for how they believe the two communities should grow and evolve, and
where and how much development they believe is appropriate to support that vision.

This document presents a dtadeighbourhood Plan for Old Milverton and Blackdown for
the period from now until 202@nd invites comment from residents and businesskthe 2
parishes and other interested partiesn so doing it:

1 Explains how the Neighbourhood Plan area was estaddi and the area covered by
the Neighbourhood Plan

1 Examinegshe relationship between the Neighbourhood Plan and Warwick District
| 2dzy OAt Qa bSg [20FF tfly

1 Summariss thehistory, cevelopment and current naturef Old Milverton and
Blackdown

M  Sets out ouwision for Old Milverton and Blackdown

1 Explainghe process of preparing the Neighbourhood Plan ameld¢onsultation with
residents and business

1 Suggest®evelopment Objectives and Polictegether withDetailedPlanning
Policies

1 Makes Development Ppmsals

Please make yourigws known by completing the comments section at the end of thig
document and returning it by post to Graham Cooper, Clerk to the Joint Parish Coun
151 CubbingtorRoad, Leamington Spa, CV32 7AZ, or email your comments to
grahamxcooper@lineone.neby 17" January 2014




ESTABLISHING THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN A

Although Old Milverton and Blackdovame separate parishes they have a common
parish council, Old Milverton and Blackdown Joint Parish Council ("the Joint Parish
Council").

On 2 October 2012 the Joint Parish Council applied to Warwick District Council
6425/ £0 F2N UK SertonlaniPBidkdddn (@IEctivelly iefereeditd &3
"the Joint Parishes") to be designated a Neighbourhood Plan area. A copy of the
application is attached appendix 1.

On 9 January 2013, after a period of public consultation lasting from 12th October
2012 to 23rd November 2012, Old Milverton & Blackdown Neighbourhood Area
wasdesignated by the Executive Committee of WBQnap of the neighbourhood
plan area is attached &ixhibit 1t comprises the joint parishes of Old Milverton and
Blackdown. At thesame time the Joint Parish Council was appointed the relevant
body that applied for the designation area and the relevant body to prepare the
Neighbourhood Plan. A copy of the agenda item for the Executive Committee
meeting together with the recommendatmof the officers of WDC is attached at
Appendix 2.
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NEW LOCAL PLAN

The Joint Parish Council recognises the need for the Old Milverton and Blackdown
bSAIKOo2dzNK22R tfly (2 NBFESOG (GKS 23FSNI
Plan. Therefore, the period covered by the draft Neighbourhood Plan is the same as
0KS LISNA2R (KIG gAff 0S O20SNBR 08 25/ Q

Although it was originallyrpposed that WDC would publish the draft LocalrBPh

January 2013 this watelayed until 14 June 2013 KSy 25/ Llzof A 8 KSR
5S @St 2 LIY S y. (The{eidtiNg Local PRaréexpired in 204nd as a

consequence WDQds not presently havenaup to datelL.ocal PlanA furtherdraft

of the New Local Plan is expected before the end of 2013.

In the absence of a New Local Plan, rather than delay preparation of the

Neighbourhood Plan, the Joint Parish Council has\iBdd | NR G2 25/ Qa L
Planand its policy objectivesvhich covered the periodto 201 2 5/ Qa [/ 2 NB
{GN)Y 0S3e Lzt AaAKSR AY wnnd FyR GKS Dbl (A

published by the coalition Governmenthtarch2012.

The Joint Pash Council recognises that the development aspirations of the draft
bSAIKO2dzZNK22R tfly YIFI& RAFTFSNI FNRY (GK24&
Local Plamnd therefore will continually review and update this position

WDC signalled its growth gigsations forthe Old Milverton & Blackdown

Neighbourhood Areavhen it published its Preferred Options for the New LUdtan

Ay al & HtANBHT SNINIEKRS h LI A 2 v & posed th&develspmeny Of dz
of 150 hectares oGreen Belt land in the Joint Parishes.

In responding tdhe Preferred Options, the Joint Parish Council obtained
independent professional advice from planniaugd landscapeornsultants and

corcluded thatthe WD@unk 6 f § (2 RSY2yaidN} (ENDEFLaGD #

necessary for the level of development proposedhe Green Belt by thBreferred
Options.The Joint Parish Counnibw undestandsthat WDChas revised its position
on growth points in the Green Belt to the North of Leamington Spa amols

looking at a new strategy for primary growth to be located outside the Green Belt.
The Parish Council will therefore continue the development of their Neigioma
Plan on the basis of the Revised Developmérat&gy.

The Revised Development Stgy considers Old Milvertontobe & { Y I £ € SNJ |
CSSRSNJ +Affl3AS¢d ' & RS Y using frofile SeSort ind & { K
SectiondVBandIVCbelow we believe that Olilverton should be regardeds a
GxSNE {YIFff xAff13S FYR IIYfSiéow
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IV: THE PARISHES OF OLD MILVERTON AND BLACK

A: Introduction

l

Old Milverton and Blackdown are neighbouring parishes to the north of Leamington.
The parish boundaries abut those of Leamingt&xhibitl shows theParish

boundaries, and consequently theea of this neighbourhood plarExhibit 2shows

the proximity of the neighbourhood plan are@ Leamington, Kenilworth and

Warwick

The Joint Parishes form the northern gateway to the historic, Regency towoyaf R
Leamington Spand the southern gateway tenilworth famous for itscastlewith
Elizabethan connection3he medieval castle of WarwickK3igiiles away.

The parsh of Old Milverton comprises approximately 3@gctaresof which 90% is

green spacesSource: Office for National Statistics March 201)he land hakeen intensively
cultivated since Stone Age times and it is very probable that the landscape was very
similar 1500 years ag6ourceWarwick University Study 1987)

Development in Oléilverton was substantiallgompleted by 1880 and comprisas
hamlet around thesite of amedieval settlement, together with farms and a few
large country houses.

The Parish of Milverton originally extended southward, but following substantial
urban devdéopment in this southern part, the Parish was divided in 1894 into the two
Parishes of Old Milverton and New Milvert@aurcewarwick University Study 1987New
Milverton continued to expand whereas Old Milverton has remained largely
unchangedDevelopment hasbeen based on existing farms, farm workers cottages
andthe country housessome of which have been converted into apartments, a
nursing home, a hospital and a conference centtesmall portion of a modern
housing estate extends from New Milverton in to the south west corner of Old
Milverton. A secondary school faupils from Leamington was constructed on the
south easern corner of the parish i6977.

The parish of Blackdoweomprisesapproximately 11$hectaresof which 81% is
greenspaceSource: Office for National Statistics March 201Blackdown is an area wifarms
andlarge late Victorian and Edwardian country housktany of these houses were
owned and built by Quaker families ag@nsequence therare no public houses in

the parish. A number of these country houses have been extended and now
accommodate local businesses and omrelgyious retreaffor the Baba Ke TrustA
substantial proportio of the Parish is given over to sports playing fields and club
house facilities. Development has largely been based on farms, the county houses
andlinear ¢ibbon developmenytalongStoreleighw2 R Ay GKS wmdonQa




B: Population Profile

The populations of the 2 parishes are small, 319 residents (119 households) in Old Milverton
and 113 (51 households) in Blackdoysaurce: Office for National Statistics March 2011).

The age demographic of the parishes is reflective of that of Wamigtkict.

The majority of the population of the it Parishes (65¥@are of working age,

21% are undet6 years

14%are over 65 years

13% of residents aged 16 to 74 are retired (Old Milverton 15%; Black8&yn This
is the same as Warwick Distrigdource: Office for National Statistics March 2011)

= =4 -8 4 A

Further detail is provided in the following table

Age Analysis Old Milverton  Blackdown Combined Warwick

People % People % People % People %

Under 4 years 24 8 11 9 35 8 7920 6
5 years to 15 years 48 15 9 7 57 13 15677 11
16 years to 24 year: 30 9 10 8 40 9 18226 13
25 to 44 years 84 26 31 24 115 25 38176 28
45 years to 64 year: 95 30 45 34 140 31 34599 25
65 years to 74 year: 30 9 13 10 43 10 11882 9
75 years to 85 year: 5 2 6 5 11 2 8275 6
Over 85 years 3 1 4 3 7 2 2893 2
Total 319 100 129 100 448 100 137648 100

Table 1: Aged analysis of the populatis.

(Source: Office for National Statistics March 2011

Note: There is no explanatiofor why the National Statistics for Blackdovemalysed by agexceedshe reportednumber
of residents in Blackdown by 16




C:Housing Profile

The modern development of the Joint Parishes has been substantially based on existing
Victorian and Edwardian buildings. Consequentittig,proportion of unshared whole

houses in the Joint Parishes is higher than in Warwick District.

Old Milverton Blackdown Joint Parishes Warwick
Households % Households % Households % Households %
Unshared Whole House 86 72 28 55 114 67 14453 25
Unshared Semdetached 19 16 9 18 28 16 18356 31
Unshared Terrace 6 5 0 0 6 4 12660 22
Unshared Apartment 6 5 14 27 20 12 12870 22
Mobile or Temporary 2 2 0 0 2 1 108 0
Shared Dwelling 232 0
Total 119 100 51 100 170 100 58679 100

Table 2:Accommodation by typ&Source Office for National Statistics March 2011

1 Similarly he mix of owned accommodation in theidt Parishes is slightly higher
than Warwick District. The proportion of rented accommodation is similar to
Warwick District although this primarily provided by private rather than social
landlords. 17 of the 30 houses in the settlement of Old Milverton are tenanted
estate housessurce Joint Parish Council Survey 2913The following table provides more

information.

Old Milverton Blackdown Joint Parishes Warwick

Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %
Owned 95 80 30 59 125 74 39111 67
Shared ownership 1 1 0 0 1 1 510 1
Socialrented 1 1 2 4 3 1 7866 13
Private rented 22 18 18 35 40 23 10513 18
Rent free 0 0 1 2 1 1 679 1
Total 119 100 51 100 170 100 58679 100

Table 3 Housing Tenuresource: Office for National Statistics March 2011




D: Facilitiesand employment

1 Theproximity of the Joint Parishes to the neighlving townsof Leamington,
Kenilworth and Warwickneans that the JoinParishes provide important facilities
for these and other nearby town® (g.Coventry)andsimilarlythe neighbouring
towns provide important facilities for the residents of theintParishes.

1  There are no shops, public houses or restaurants in the Joint ParisFee closest
shops are in Milvertonthe nearest public house and restaurant is thedaMill
which is on thevestern bader of Old Milvertonjust in Leek Wootton Parish

1 Old Milverton hasa Parish Church and Village Hall.

1 The Joint Parishes provide employment for local residents and residents of the
neighbouring towns. In total therare 12business employing excess of 1000
people (Source: Survey @Id Milverton and Blackdown Joint Parish Council May 2013)

1 Blackdow has2 sports clubs with associated playing field3ld Milverton has a
private hospitala private health clinia secondary school, a church, and a
conference centresource: Survey bld Milverton and Blackdown Joint Parish Council May 2013).

1 Warwick and Leamington have 4 sites for allotments, 2 of which are in Old Milverton
Parish(see Exhibit 3)

St Jame®ld Milverton. By Paul Englefield




E:Infrastructure

)l
1

The major road andthe railway lineare shown irExhibit 3.

TheCoventry to Leamington railwainé crosses Old Milverton from north tosth
near the settlement of Old Milverton.

The Joint Parishes are intersected on a north/south axis by the A452 which joints
Kenlworth to Leamington. The B411Stoneleigh Road) ns from the eastern
boundary of Blackdowm a westerlydirection to where it meets the A452. then
continues vest, becoming Old Milverton Lane, towards the settlement of Old
Milverton, turning south after it crosses the railway line, where it becomies O
Milverton Road, and connects with the Rugby Road in Leamington.

Shortly after Old Milverton Lane crosses the railway line there is a right hand turn in
GKS NRIFIR GKIFG SyRa a4 {dG WHrYSaQ OKdzZNOK

F:LandscapeCharacteristics

The landscape Bpen; mainly farm land and playing fielgsee Exhibit3)

Development mainly comprises the settlent of Old Milverton convertedfarm
buildings,Victorian and Edwardian country housasd ribbon development in
Blackdown along Stateigh Road. A portion of a modern housing estate extends
from Leamington in to the south west corner®@fd Milverton éeeExhibit 3) The
openness of the landscape is an important feature for the setting of the settlement
of Old Milverton and the Victorian and Edwardian Country houses of the Joint
Parishes.The Joint Parishes are in the Green Belt.

TheNorthernboundary of Old Milvedn runs along theneandering course of the
River Avorto where the river crosses river A452.

The Join Parishes are on sloping land, initially rising up from the Rivetdvon
approximately7smAboveh NR Y | y O S AGDH liefor¥ gently sloping down to

the builtup edge of Leamington Spa. There is a gentle mound formed on the inner
bend of a meander near the settlement of Old Milverton, wathigh point of 70m

AOD on Old Milvertohane (running eastwest). A similar more elongated mound
(85m AOD) is lated at Blackdown Hill, with its crest close to the B4113 (Stoneleigh
Road).

A small tributary of the River Avon cuts eastest through the area in a small valley
and passes under the A452 and the Old Milverton Road.

Warwick District Habitat Assessment 2008 lays great emphasis on the wildlife habitat
of Old Milverton, particularly along the River Avon which is an important wild life
corridor supporting both amphibians and reptiles

Ay



The eastern portion of the land at Bledown consists of rectangular and irregular
triangular fields whose boundaries are formed by fragmented hedgerows containing
scattered deciduous trees. Clumps of mature deciduous estate trees set in the
parklandof West Hill house anBlacklowHill houselie just outside the site's
boundaries.

Minimal riparian vegetation is present along the tributary of the River Avon that
crosses the site eastest forming field boundaries.

The &nd at Blackdowihas a significant hedgerow on the southern edge aldrgg t
A445. The northern boundary is formed by a fragmented hedgerow with
intermittent mature deciduous trees, while more substantial mature estate trees are
present in the land surrounding the Blackdown Hill estate. A boundary hedgerow
containing fragmentedree planting around North Leamington Schaadd Humber
Farm enclose theouth-western edgeof Old Milverton

The north- south Sandy Lane is lined by a gappy native deciduous hedge containing
scattered mature deciduous trees.

The western land erth of Milverton consistsof larger more rectilinear fields with
fragmented hedgerows containing occasional mature trees. The trimmed relatively
uniform hedgerow tlat follows the east west Old MilvertorLane becomes larger

and contains more substantial treedefthe turn off to Sandy Lane Farm, and is
overhung by mature trees around the Woodland Grange development and the
Nuffield Health and Warwickshire Hospital.

The A452 road corridor (Kenilworth Rb)#s enclosed by substantial hedgerows and
overhanging miaure deciduous trees. A woodland block surrounds thedssuto the
west of the A452Hedgerows, ornamental planting and some mature trees are
present in a private property and along theatithents that form part of Old

a A t @S doiitieyiléandary

View from Old Milverton Lane towards Leamington




G:Public Rights of Way

1 A footpath runs north south through Blackdowfrom West Hill Road to the east of
Humber Farm.

1 A footpah runs east westthrough OldMilverton from Leamingtoralong field
boundaries, crossing the railway to join Old Milverton Ro@ther footpaths in Old
aAf @GSNIi2y 22Ay w201 aAft Ay [SFYAy3hazy
Saxon Mill; and Old Milverton Road to the Saxon Mill. Thestpdths are Bown in
Exhibit 3together with other footpaths which link these main foot paths. This
footpath network is a major amenity for residents of the Joint Parishes and the
neighbouring towns and is used by many walkers, runners, cyclesgsvalkers,
horse rdersand fishermen

Footpathl £ 2y 3 G KS wABSNI ! @2y o8




H: Landscape and Visual Issues

1 The land at Blackdowis relatively visually contained by substantial hedgerows and
trees along its periphery/boundary. The srasthle field pattern within the site and
trees and woodland in parklands around buildingssité add to this enclosed
character. The slightly elated north-east corner of the site, at 78m AQOD, is
glimpsed from Sandy Lane (running nordouth). Surrounding road corridors are
generally enclosed by deciduous hedgerows and mature trees blocking most views
into the site.

1 Old Milverton site has eore open character, with larger fields bounded by smaller
fragmented hedgerows with more open views over the site towards the-bpilt
edge of Leamington Spa through a wooded horizon from the higher land in the west.
In contrast to the west, the east of théesis visually contained by mature deciduous
trees along road corridors and within the grounds of properties adjacent to the site.

1 The settlement of Old Milverton is one of a few villages that remain relatively
unchanged. Most of the houses are set ardwrfacing the only remaining field
(permanent pasturejhat supports live stock. Th@esence osheep and horses are
enjoyed by many.

Field in the centre of Old Milverton thought to be the site of a medieval settlement

1 Photographs showinmore viewsof the Joint Parisheare contained inExhibit 4




I: Landscape Assessment

1 In August 2012 the Joint Parish Counoihmissioned &andscape and Visual
Appraisal of Old Milverton and Blackdown®goper Partnership, Chartered
Landscapédrchitects, in connection with Preferred Options for Warwick District
/| 2dzy OAf Q& [ 2 Ol f hed if May 20d2Kdesiction § hldve 1Wdopy A &
of Cooper Partnerships pert is available from the Joint Parish Coundihe
following assessmens iextracted from that report:

GThis land is relatively enclosed by hedgerows and blocks of mature woodland with views
from road corridors contained by vegetation, although the parcel south of Sandy Lane (north
- south) has more open views over arabledan

1 The wooded character is a key component in the creation of the area; the sequence
of linked wooded spaces define the scale and character.

1  The relative visual enclosure limits visibility from the local road network. However,
the enclosed character argenerally small field pattern, combined with the
separation provided by the wooded nature of the urban edge, produces a landscape
character that is relatively intricate and the intrinsic characteristics of which would
be severely damaged by developmeént.

Landscape Old Milverton




J: Farming

1 There are approximately 500 acres in Old Milverton and slightlyneBEckdown
that aregiven over to eable farming. The land qualitynsainlygrade 2 anc.
Grade 1 landsilt) is found along the River Avon and the other water courses.

1 The Grade 2 and 3 land, which forms the majority of the agricultural land, is valuable
as most crops can be grown it. All the corn crops; oats, barley and wheat, much to a
grade suitabledr milling, together with oil seed rape, borage and linseed are
regularly grown. Beans and peas are grown occasionally.

1 There is wild life present in thigelds; rabbits, rural foand badgers The hedgerows
are maintained in accordance with the Ministgcommendations to preserve them
for the benefits of birds and insects etc.

1 About 20 years ago an otfiarry, southeast of the Avon Valley Viaduct was used for
tipping building waste. A wildlife survey identified Great Crested Newts and the
tipping wasstopped

Recently harvested fields Old Milverton




K:Flooding

TheNorthern boundary of Old Milverton runs along theeandering course of the River
Avonto where the river crosses river A45Phere is a significant flood plain thextends
towards thesouh and east.Exhibit5 shows the extent of flooding and the area of flooding
that is subject to warnings from the Environment Agency

Avon Valley Viaduct showing the extent of regular winter flooding

L: TheGreen Belt

1 The JoinParishesare in the Green BeltThis area ofhe Green Bels particularly
important because it has very effectively stopped creeping development and has
preventedLeamington Kenilworth and Coventry mergingt. also stops the
communities of Old Milverton and Blackdown merging with Leaminghdajor
development from Leamington stops at the Green Belt boundary.

1  As shownn Exhibit 1this Green Belt has been very effective in stopping further
development fromLeamington encroaching on Kenilworth, Old Miten and
Blackdown.




